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NRA EXECUTIVE
TO SPEAK AT UM

MI$SOULA-Firearms legislation will be the topic of discussion Tuesday, July 29, with the
appearance of the executive vice-president of the National Rifle Association (NRA) at
the University of Montana, Missoula.
Franklin L. Orth, executive vice-president of NRA since 1959, will give a free
public lecture at 8:15 p.m., July 29, at the UM University Center.
The 62-year-old Wisconsin native has had a distinguished career in law and the
military and this past April was elected president of the U.S. Olympic Committee.
In 1959 Orth retired from his position as deputy assistant secretary of the U.S.
Army to assume his present duties with the NRA, an organization which was one of the main
opponents of the recent gun registration bill passed by Congress and made into law.
Orth was with the Army Secretariat from 1953-59, where he also was director of
the Office of Manpower, Personnel and Reserve Forces.

Prior to that he was head of the

Operations Control of the Bureau of Internal Revenue, assistant head of the Operations
Control of the Bureau of Internal Revenue, assistant chief counsel of the Office of Price
Stabilization and legal consultant to the administrator of Veterans Affairs.
During World War II, called to active duty from his reserve status as captain, Orth
volunteered for duty with Merrill’s Marauders, assigned to long-range penetration
operations behind Japanese lines in Burma.

He left the service in 1946 with the rank of

colonel.
Orth received his bachelor of arts and bachelor of law degrees from the University of
Wisconsin where he also was captain and stroke on the varsity crew team.
lie is a member of the National Association of Oarsmen and of the executive committee
of both the International Shooting Union and the Boone 5 Crockett Club, lie also is a
member of the National Wildlife Federation and on the national council of the Boy Scouts
of America.
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An ardent big game hunter and fisherman, Orth is a fellow in the Explorer s Club a
has bagged big game trophies in Asia, Africa and Alaska.
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